Nature of Culture as per the Bhdgavata Dharma                 133

shall emanate from the positions which we are occupying at
a particular moment. There shall be unanimity only when
we realize the Supreme Truth as compared with partial Truth.

Some people dispute the existence of spirit itself. The
reason lies in the fact that the position they occupy does not
allow them to see it. If we try to teach a four-year-old child
that God does exist, he shall not understand God, and may
think that God must be something like his father or brother.
In the same way, a person standing on a lower level is likely
to think that spirit or Atman does not exist, because he cannot
see it. Later on when his mind rises higher, he realises that
the Atman cannot be seen, because it is the Atman which
uses the different organs like the eyes, nose or ears etc. to
know everything. He cannot be seen like an outside object
because the knower cannot be known like this. How the ins-
truments like the eye and the ear used by the Atman can be
used to know the Atman Itself ? The eye cannot see itself.
If we intend to know the Atman we shall have to realise it in
a different manner through inner experience or discretion. It
is absurd to say for a son to say "My mother is barren" ; in
the same way it is absurd to say "I dot not exist9' because it
is contradicting a fact in a very flat way.

And what is this 'I* ? This *F cannot be the body; because
even when the body is present the T may become absent just
as happens when a person is asleep or is under the influence
of swoon or is dead. Hence 'I* is definitely not body. This
T cannot be senses, because the latter are associated with the
body alone. Even a blind man says 'I exist*. In fact this T
uses the different sense organs as instruments and drives them
for a particular purpose just as a charioteer drives a chariot.
What is this T then ? It is simply consciousness, because
conciousness alone is the only fact that can give us the expe-
rience of T. This conciousness is non-material in nature.
Those people who think that consciousness can come out of
material atoms are wrong because despite a notable progress